[Value of the isovolumetric index in the diagnosis of ischemic cardiopathy with normal left ventricular volume and ejection fraction].
Purpose of this study was to assess if the isovolumic index (IVI%) was able to detect the presence of critical coronary artery disease (CAD) in a group of 43 patients with anginal chest pain and normal left ventricular volumes and ejection fraction. The left ventricular function was before evaluated with invasive method and then the IVI% was allowed in every patient. The IVI% was able to recognize early abnormalities of isovolumetric phases of the left ventricle and differentiated normal subjects (IVI% = 40.07 +/- 2.82) from patients with CAD (IVI% = 60.87 +/- 12.49; p less than 0.01). The only parameter of left ventricular function invasively calculated able to separate normal patients from patients with significant CAD were the muscular stiffness of the left ventricle (p less than 0.01).